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the French Revolution and the career of Bonaparte.
When a series of victories had laid Germany at his feet,
Napoleon suppressed a large number of petty principali-
ties including all the ecclesiastical ones, and combined
the smaller States that remained into the Confederation
of the Rhine. He also deprived Prussia of half her
territory, thinking by these means to reduce her to
impotence, and create in the heart of Germany a body
that would always be devoted to the cause of France.
But in fact the petty principalities had been too small
to act separately or to combine effectively, and too
independent to be made serviceable by any sovereign;
and by suppressing them Napoleon had given the Ger-
mans some little capacity for organization, which was
used against him as soon as the tide turned.1

After his overthrow Germany was reorganized by
The Ger- ^e treaty of Vienna, and the States, which
federation" now numbered only thirty-nine, were formed
and the Diet. ^ a joose confe(Jeration. This was not

properly a federal union, but rather a perpetual in-
ternational alliance, the States remaining separate and
independent, except for matters affecting the external
and internal safety of Germany. The only organ of
the Confederation was a Diet composed of the diplo-
matic agents of the different States, who acted like
ambassadors, and voted in accordance with the instruc-
tions they received from their respective governments.

1 This is very well stated hy Colonel Malleson in his Eefounding of the
German Empire^ pp. 4-6. Napoleon prophesied that within fifty years all
Europe would be either Republican or Cossack. One of the chief causes
of the failure of this prediction has been the creation of a united Germany,
which Napoleon himself unwittingly helped to bring about.